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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Applicant's application filed December 9, 

2005. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the 
specification must include the sub-headings (e.g. background of the invention, summary 
of the invention, brief description of the drawings). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: momentary value E1 is not in Fig. 3 (Spec. pg. 7); E1 and EV are not in Fig. 
4 (Spec. pg. 8). 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 

replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 

«• 

prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Turner 
et al. (US 2003/0141906, hereafter Turner). 

With respect to independent Claims 1,10 and 16, Turner discloses a detector 
and a method for the temporally resolved recording of detection events (Fig. 1), 
comprising a converter device 10, which in the operating state supplies an electrical 

■ 

signal when a detection event occurs, and evaluation electronics having at least one 
trigger 24 that is coupled to the converter device 10 and is designed to supply a trigger 
signal that is temporally assigned to the electrical signal, at least one time signal source 
31 that supplies a first analog time signal, and at least a first sampler (capacitor and 
amplifier 33) that is coupled to the trigger and is designed to provide a first momentary 
value of the first analog time signal, said first momentary value being temporally 
assigned to the trigger signal (Paragraph 0059). 
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With respect to Claim 2, Turner discloses the first analog time signal has a period 
(Paragraph 0059). 

With respect to Claim 3, Turner discloses the detector has at least one clock 
which is provided to measure the time in units of a uniqueness interval of the first 
analog time signal (Table 5). 

With respect to Claim 4, Turner discloses the detector is divided into at least two 
detector channels and each detector channel is assigned to in each case at least one of 
the triggers and at least one of the samplers (Paragraph 0037). 

With respect to Claims 5, 13 and 18, Turner discloses the evaluation electronics 
have a second time signal source 32 that supplies a second analog time signal and 
there is a second sampler (capacitor and amplifier 34) which is designed to provide a 
second momentary value of the second analog time signal, said second momentary 
value being temporally assigned to the trigger signal (Paragraph 0059). 

With respect to Claim 6, Turner discloses the second analog signal source is 
coupled to the first analog signal source (Paragraph 0037). 

With respect to Claims 7 and 17, Turner discloses the evaluation electronics 
have a.time calculation unit which is coupled to the first sampler, the time calculation 
unit being designed to calculate a time value which is assigned to the first momentary 
value (Paragraph 0059). 

With respect to Claim 8, Turner discloses at least one multiplexer is arranged 
between the sampler and the time calculation unit (Paragraph 0058). 
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With respect to Claim 9, Turner discloses an imaging device comprising a 
detector as claimed in claim 1 (Paragraph 0040). 

With respect to Claims 11, 14 and 19, Turner discloses the second analog time 
signal is phase shifted from the first analog time signal (Paragraph 0059). 

* 

With respect to Claims 12, 15 and 20, Turner discloses the second analog time 
signal is orthogonal to the first analog time signal (Paragraph 0059). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mindy Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-8539. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on 571-272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 




